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NEWS: 
UK Border Agency officials 'illegally targeting' bus passengers
The Guardian, 5th November
Border agency officials are regularly conducting unlawful passport checks on buses to try to catch illegal immigrants, a previously undisclosed tactic that has infuriated civil liberties campaigners. The practice appears to be illegal, with officials only authorised to examine passengers at air or sea ports. One bus passenger subjected to the identity checks described them as "harassment" and behaviour that had no place in a democratic society.

Head of UK border force suspended
The Guardian, 5th November

The head of the UK's border force, Brodie Clark, and two senior immigration officials have been suspended after passport and anti-terrorism checks on non-EU nationals were secretly relaxed at some of Britain's ports from July.

The home secretary, Theresa May, said to be furious about the fiasco, confirmed the suspension of Clark, the £130,000-a-year head of enforcement at the UK Border Agency, on Thursday. He is believed to have told UKBA's chief executive late on Wednesday that the lighter passport and anti-terrorism checks had been authorised without the knowledge of ministers.

Rule changes on minimum age for marriage visas
Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, 7th  November
Hundreds of young couples will be very happy to hear that the Supreme Court has ruled that the spouse visa age must be returned to 18 years. 

On 12 October 2011, the Supreme Court found that whilst they recognised that the Secretary of State was pursuing a legitimate and rational aim of seeking to address forced marriage, a rule (increasing the minimum marriage visa age from 18 to 21) disproportionately interfered with the Article 8 rights of those who were in genuine marriages. Accordingly, the Secretary of State has decided to revert to a minimum age of 18. (read full statement of changes to the immigration rules at the JCWI blog)

Important news for any families with children

Unity 
There have been two recent court judgements that could make it very difficult for the UKBA to enforce their new "family returns procedure".

 

If you know any family that has been asked to attend a "Family Returns Conference" or a "Family Departure Meeting" at the Home Office please pass on these two articles from the 'Free Movement' blog about the new judgements so they can pass them on to their lawyers.

  

You can read a briefing with more information about these two cases here

http://freemovement.wordpress.com/2011/10/31/family-return-policy-unlawful/
and here

http://freemovement.wordpress.com/2011/10/26/important-new-case-on-children/
Nigerian Anti-Gay Bill
LGBT Asylum News, 4th November
A bill is being considered in the Nigerian parliament which could see gay couples living together punished with up to three years in prison.  Anyone who "witnesses, abet[s] and aids" such a relationship could be imprisoned for up to five years. The bill could even be used against foreigners in same-sex marriages if they enter Nigeria.
DETENTION:
Inhuman and degrading treatment in UK detention centre

 A High Court judgment has found that the detention of an ex-prisoner was unlawful and that he is entitled to damages.

After serving a four year term in prison for smuggling cocaine, BA was transferred to a Harmondsworth Removal Centre in February 2011. In prison though, it became clear that BA suffered from a serious mental illness. Deputy Judge Laing ruled that in throughout the detention process there had been "a deplorable failure by those responsible to recognise the nature and extent of BA's illness."

In detention, BA's mental state deteriorated. He began refusing food and drink, which took him close to death. The Judge spoke of a "callous indifference" to professional advice that BA was unfit for detention.

The Judge reached the decision that detention became unlawful once it became obvious that BA's illness could not be treated in detention. Detaining him after this amounted to a breach of Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights (prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment).
Read more at the Medical Justice website
EVENTS:
Positive Action in Housing

New drop in surgeries and out reach surgeries for people from migrant , refugee or ethnic minorities background – see www.paih.org
TACKLING POVERTY AND INEQUALITY 
A Joint Community & Trade Union Conference
Saturday 12th November 2011

Craigroyston Community High School, Edinburgh
10:00 am til 16:00

At a time when poverty and cuts are having a huge impact on communities and organisations across Scotland, we write to ask for your support in the development and running of a Scotland wide Conference tackling poverty and inequality to be held here in North Edinburgh on 12th November.
 
The STUC, along with a range of organisations (see enclosed leaflet and invitation letter) wish to see communities, community organisations and  Trade Unions join together to to resist, and to fight, the scourge of poverty which is decimating our communities which are already struggling to cope with the punishing effects of government cuts.

The Anti-Poverty Charter will also be at the heart of a Scotland wide Anti-Poverty campaign which will support, amonst many other initiatives, the proposed November 30th fight against pension cuts; the on-going campaigning in the run up to the local government elections in Scotland next year and to help build a mass Anti-Poverty Campaign.

There is no charge for attendance at the conference, however, whilst lunch will be provided (by the local Mosque) unfortunately, there will be a minimal charge of £3.00 per delegate for this. 

To allow us to gauge numbers, please complete the form enclosed and either e-mail it tow.black@blueyonder.co.uk, or mail it to Willie Black, 34 Granton Mill Park, Edinburgh, EH4 4UU.
  

GRAMNet Film Series 2011/12 
The Arrivals (2009) 
Wednesday 16 Nov 2011

17.30
 CCA 350 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD

Caroline and Colette work in a modest office somewhere in Paris.  This is where families from all parts of the world go to in search of help, accommodation or something to eat. The two of them are different to each other - different in the way that they fight against the growing despair of the asylum seekers and the madness of bureaucracy - but they both display a similar devotion to their work.  The film holds a mirror up to us, the residents of the Schengen countries and illustrates how great the despair of asylum seekers is. 
It is a little chamber play with big emotions and a haunting power.

Screening in observance of the International Day For Tolerance 
GRAMNet Film Series Screenings start at 5.30pm, are free and open to all.  To reserve tickets call the CCA box office: http://www.cca-glasgow.com/contact


