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SDV News and events 
 
Fundraising 
 

Look out for details of a Christmas fundraising pub quiz, coming soon. 
 

Remember easyfundraising whenever you shop online. Also remember easysearch 
when you search the internet. Both can generate funds for SDV. Find details of how to 
register for both on the SDV website. 
 
http://www.sdv.org.uk/id15.html 
 

Immigration, asylum and detention news 
 

Parliamentary question on alternatives to detention of children at 
Dungavel 
 
Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland with reference to the 
announcement by his Department of 23 October 2008 on a pilot of an alternative to 
detention for children at Dungavel, when he expects the pilot to be operational.  
 
Ann McKechin: I expect the Glasgow Alternatives to Detention pilot to be operational 
in early 2009. The exact date for commencement of the pilot will depend on the 
outcomes of ongoing discussions with our partners. 
 
We are keen to minimise the detention of children where possible, and deal with the 
return of families in an appropriate and sensitive manner. The procedure will empower 
the families to make informed decisions on a return home through voluntary 
departure, and hopefully reduce the need for the enforced removals. 
 
Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland how long the trial for the 
pilot of an alternative to detention for children at Dungavel will last.  
 
Ann McKechin: The Glasgow Alternatives to Detention pilot is expected to last 18 
months, although this will be kept under review once the pilot is operational. 
 
Church offers support network to the government 

A senior Kirk official has praised the government for listening to its concerns about 
Dungavel - and asked that churches be part of the solution. 

Reverend Ian Galloway, convener of the Kirk's Church and Society Council, made the 
remarks ahead of the Moderator's recent visit to Dungavel. Mr. Galloway commented: 

"We are pleased that the government has listened to us, as the Dungavel regime was 
inhumane, especially for young children. But following Jim Murphy's announcement, 
there must be action. And we want to be involved in that action." 

He felt that churches had a lot to offer the government and failed asylum seekers: 



 
 
 
"The Kirk has always been regarded as being a place of support and safety for the 
vulnerable in society. 

"I know of church members who stood as surety for a family of failed asylum seekers, 
and they fulfilled their bail conditions without fail." 

The government has proposed that families of failed asylum seekers could be moved 
to city centre flats instead of being kept at Dungavel detention centre. Mr. Galloway 
pointed out that alternative measures like this would use far less of the taxpayers' 
money. 

The convener also said the interim measure of moving failed asylum seekers down to 
English detention centres must end: 

"It is a despicable practice - it is deeply distressing for those involved, and cuts them 
off from any existing support network, making them feel further isolated." 

He pointed out that it is always children who suffer most: "We strongly believe that 
the interests of children should always be prioritised over the interests of immigration 
policy. By permitting this to happen, the government is denying to children core rights 
accorded them under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and lowering the 
reputation of the UK internationally. I sincerely hope they will continue to pursue 
options which do not involve lengthy periods of imprisonment." 

 
Six asylum seekers claim £300,000 compensation for 'wrongly' being 
held when they arrived in Britain 
 
Six asylum seekers are claiming up to £300,000 in compensation after they were held 
in detention following their entry into the UK, it was confirmed on Monday. 
 
Lawyers for the six said the claim had been lodged for up to £50,000 each on grounds 
of false imprisonment. The asylum seekers arrived in the UK unaccompanied, saying 
they were under 18, but did not have documents to prove it, according to reports. 
 
At least three were detained with adults for up to two weeks at an immigration centre 
while their ages were checked. Mark Scott, of solicitors Bhatt Murphy, said the 
claimants entered the UK without the support of their families. 
 
He said: 'These are all claims where the Home Office has previously accepted that the 
policy under which they were detained is unlawful, on the basis that now what 
happens is that they have a proper assessment by people who know about children 
such as social workers, to ascertain whether in fact they are children. 
 
'The policy under which they were detained at the time is no longer in existence.' 
 
A UK Border Agency spokeswoman said: 'If an applicant claims to be a child and there 
is any question of their age, they are given the benefit of the doubt and treated as a 
child.” 
 
A Refugee Council spokeswoman said: 'Detention is vastly overused as a tool in the 
asylum process and it has a massively damaging effect on adults as well as children. 
'People who have been through torture end up being detained and it is extraordinarily 



 
 
 
harmful to people who have potentially just escaped from detention and ill-treatment 
in their home countries.' 
 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1082716/Six-asylum-seekers-claim-300-
000-compensation-wrongly-held-arrived-Britain.html 
 
 

Other news and events 
 
Get World-wise Taster Sessions 
 
World-wise is an adult learning course for people who want to change the world but 
don’t know where to start. World-wise is all about the power we have to make a 
difference on issues like climate change and international poverty. A ten-week World-
wise course, open to anyone in Glasgow, will run from January 2009 where people 
learn about important global issues, talk about where we fit into the picture, discover 
how to influence decision-makers and develop the skills to bring people with us.  
Sessions cover areas like development basics, trade and climate justice, the Scottish 
Parliament, using the media and planning a campaign action. 
 
Come along to a free 2 hour session for a taste of what it means to be World-Wise 
and a chance to meet people taking action on global issues, or tell your friends about 
it! 
 
Monday 10th November, Mitchell Library 6.30 - 8.30pm 
or 
Wednesday 26th November, Langside Halls 6.30 - 8.30pm 
 
Email Claire on clairewomble@gmail.com to reserve a space. 
 
Intern with WDM Scotland 
 
Are you interested in international social justice?   WDM Scotland, one of Scotland's 
most effective international development campaigning organisations, is looking to 
recruit an Events and Research intern to work 2 days a week for 3 months at our 
office in Edinburgh. This is an unpaid position, but local travel and other work-related 
expenses will be covered.    
 
For more information about our work, visit www.wdmscotland.org.uk  For a post 
description and application form, contact us on 0131 454 3802 or email 
simon@wdmscotland.org.uk. Application deadline: 5pm Thursday 13th November. 
Interviews: Thursday 20th November  

Act On Climate Change  – Just Solutions Now  

• Saturday 6 December 
• Assemble: 12.30 at the Amphitheatre, Clyde Street ;  
• Rally: 2.00 pm at Glasgow Caledonian University 

We, the Scottish Climate Change Campaign, are organising this march as part of the 
Global Day of Action during the United Nations Climate Talks in Poznan , December 



 
 
 
1st to 12th 2008, to call on world leaders to take urgent action on climate change.  
 
For more info, please email: 

cindy_courtillier@yahoo.co.uk .  

T h e  W o r l d  D e v e l o p m e n t  M o v e m e n t   

invites you to 

Solutions to Tackle Climate Change and Peak Oil 

A public screening of the renowned documentary 

The P ow er of  Comm uni t y  Ð Ho w  Cuba  Surv iv ed  Peak 
Oil  
 

Plus information and debate about the impact of climate change 
and mining in the global South 

...and what you can do to  help 
 

Tue sday  1 1t h N ovemb er ,  7: 00p m  
Gil mo rehill G1 2, 9 U ni ve rs it y  Aven ue  

 
Half price Guardians and Observers 
 
Follow this link to get vouchers for half price papers for a month. 
 
http://www.guardianmarketing.co.uk/vouchers.html 
 


