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NEWS:
Charter Flight mass deportations planned
The UK Border Agency is planning two charter flight mass deportations this month:

Nigeria, Thursday 8th December. Flight PVT090 at 21:30hrs
Sri Lanka, Thursday 15th December. Flight PVT030 at 15:30hrs

Trafficked people being treated as criminals by officials
Guardian, 27/11/2011
Inquiry says Women, men and children trafficked into Britain not seen as victims of crime whose rights have been breached.

The victims of human trafficking, including women forced into the sex industry or trapped as unpaid domestic servants, are being unfairly treated as criminals and illegal immigrants, an inquiry has found.

The investigation by Lady Helena Kennedy QC has concluded that the police and immigration authorities fail to see the thousands of women, men and children trafficked into Britain as the innocent victims of organised crime whose own basic rights have been breached.

Kennedy's report to the Scottish office of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), published on Monday after an 18-month inquiry, calls on the UK and Scottish governments to introduce legislation and criminal justice policies which will tackle trafficking as a specific crime and support its victims.

She said trafficked people frequently end up being forced to work in prostitution, domestic service, fruit and vegetable picking, food processing, benefit fraud and cannabis cultivation. But the issue is chiefly treated by the authorities as an illegal immigration, sexual offences or crime enforcement matter.


DETENTION:

Trouble at Morton Hall IRC
The detainees statement, ‘We the detainees were subject to Lock down on 30/11/2011 earlier then usual time as some detainee peacefully protested by the astro (Football ) where detainee protested as earlier on 30/11/2011 detainee Vassell were allegedly attacked by gang of officer and taken to RFA.’
During the protest about 30 detainees stayed out for 30 minutes then the detainees came to individual room. Early in the morning of 01/12/2011 we were given first of the notice to detainee  to our shock it stated an attempted escape were discovered and  2 member of staff were assaulted. Then through out the day detainees were taken to different HMP (Namly Lincoln and Nottingham and other HMP)
Only 2 detainees were sent to different detention centre one to Dover and one to Colnbrook.
From: Ministry of Justice - UKBA - Morton Hall IRC

Notice to Detainees - Thursday 1st December

On 30th November, an attempted escape was discovered at the Centre. This followed a day in which two members of staff were assaulted and a number of detainees joined in a prolonged dispute regarding various issues, which delayed the end of association in the evening.

These events have raised serious concerns about the safety and security of those who live and work at the Centre.

As a result, I have no option but to carry out a full lock down search. Unfortunately this means that you will be confined to your rooms until this is completed. As always, you will be provided with meals and visits will continue to take place. We will also attempt to deal with any exceptional problems detainees are facing. It is expected that this will take the whole day and that you are unlikely to be unlocked until Friday morning. However, this may take. longer if necessary.
The safety and security of everyone at the Centre always has to be the first priority. It Is important that we discuss issues openly and encourage mutual respect. I have therefore asked that a series of community meetings are scheduled for Friday in order that everyone can have a chance to discuss how we can work together more successfully in the future and avoid the need for measures such as this.
APPEALS:
New NIGHT SHELTER for destitute asylum seekers in Glasgow
Starting from Monday 5th December, Unity's charity, Unity in the Community, will be one of several community and church groups running a night shelter to ensure that destitute asylum seekers and other migrants have somewhere warm and welcoming to stay overnight this winter.
The night shelter will be run on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights and need volunteers to help staff the shelter at those times. Other groups will be running the shelter at different locations on other nights and are also looking for volunteers.
Unity will provide a hot meal on the Saturday and Sunday nights so need people to help prepare and cook a nutritious vegetarian meal slightly earlier in the evening. We'll also be providing a simple breakfast and packed lunches for people staying at the shelter to take with them for the day.

Unity will run the night shelter in the Kelvinbridge area from 10.00pm until 8.00am the following morning on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. Cooking and serving food will take place between 9.30 and 11.00pm on the Saturday and Sunday nights.
If you can help please either contact Unity directly on 0141 427 7992 or 07929852264 or Brian Cottrell the co-ordinator of the Night Shelter project on 07411766540 or e- mail brian.cottrell@iteams.org
The Night Shelter project is looking for donations of:

1. Volunteers from 10.00pm to 8am to manage the shelters
2. Sleeping bags ( 45) (15 for each location)
3. Inflatable floor mats and air-beds
4. Dry food like sugar, tea, coffee, biscuits, jams and spreads.

Donations can be dropped off at Postive in Action Housing 98 West George Street during office hours. Or alternatively you can drop them at the Unity Centre at 30 Ibrox Street.

5. Unity is ALSO looking for donations of vegetables and bread and rolls for the hot meals that we will be providing on Saturdays and Sundays. Please contact us directly for information where to bring them.

Please note accommodation in the night shelter will be by referral only, it will not be run as a drop in service. Please contact Brian or Unity directly for details of how to refer people.
DONATE TO UNITY TODAY
UNITY Is entirely dependent on donations from supporters and on the money we raise from our charity shops. We run a wide range of services for destitute asylum seekers and those fighting for their right to stay in the UK.
Please make a donation today for the valuable work that Unity provides - we depend on your financial support.
Donations can be made directly to our bank account or through our JustGiving page (which helps us claim GiftAid meaning we get about 20% extra)
Bank Account details 
Bank name Co-op Bank
Account name: Unity in the Community
Account number 65287680-00
Sort Code 08 92 99
Just Giving website : http://www.justgiving.com/unitycentreglasgow/donate
EVENTS:
Celebrating International Migrants' Day 2011
Wed 14th Dec 2011
5.30-8.30pm
CCA, 350 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G23 3JD


An evening to mark International Migrants’ Day and Human Rights Day through films, discussions and more…

brought to you by GRAMNet and Migrants' Rights Scotland in partnership with BEMIS, Migrant Voice and Glasgow Human Rights Network. Let’s celebrate the lives, achievements, courage and resilience of people all over the world who are living their lives across and beyond borders!

Come and join in to promote migrants’ voices and migrants’ rights and to share your visions and hopes for a world in which ALL human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights!
