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NEWS:
Landing in Dover report on reception of children 

17 Jan 2012 
Today’s report by the Children’s Commissioner, Landing in Dover, exposes gross double standards by UK Border Agency officials. The report reveals the existence of a so called ‘gentleman’s agreement’ operating at the south coast ports whereby an unaccompanied child who did not make an immediate asylum claim would be returned to France within 24 hours of arrival in the UK with no welfare or other assessment and no referral to social services.

The agreement was in place from at least 1995 through to November 2011, when the Children’s Commissioner discovered the existence of the agreement. At this point the practice was halted immediately by the new Chief Executive of UKBA, the inappropriately named Rob Whiteman.

The practice of returning unaccompanied children with no welfare assessment is so obviously in breach of the duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children imposed by section 55 of the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 2009 that it beggars belief that UKBA officials continued with the practice. The practice was also obviously in breach of all the UKBA guidance to its staff about trafficking, which encourages staff to be proactive and alert in seeking to identify potential victims of 
Important Tools for Anti-Deportation Campaigners 
This month and through to June, many NGOs ('UNHCR', 'Amnesty International', 'Human Rights Watch', Fund for Peace and 'USA Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor') will be publishing their annual reports on Human Rights Abuses in 2011. These reports will cover political, economic, ethnic and religious persecution in every country in the world. 2011 saw an alarming rise in extremely violent religious sectarianism a rise that is expected to continue throughout 2012.

These annual reports are essential tools not only for campaigning against deportations but are "authoritative" sources for compiling reports for asylum/immigration/migration hearings, making a fresh asylum claim.

'No-Deportations' will post these reports as they come out, below is the first this year.

A shameful spinning of the facts on immigration

The only really surprising thing about the number of migrants claiming benefits in Britain is that the figure is so low. Even more cheering is that a mere 2 per cent of the claims are illegal. Out of 370,000 recipients, fewer than 7,500 are bogus ? hardly more than a distant statistical murmur in the context of the 5.5 million people supported by the state. But if the numbers themselves are not shocking, their misrepresentation both by Government ministers and parts of the media most certainly is.

To be clear, the vast majority of the foreign nationals receiving benefits in Britain are wholly within their rights to do so. More than half are people who have since taken citizenship; almost all have come here legally, worked, paid taxes and are now entitled to support. Listen to the Employment Minister, however, and one could be forgiven for concluding otherwise.

To read more -  Independent, Saturday 21 January 2012
DETENTION:

Morton Hall Immigration Removal Centre Cost to the public purse
theyworkforyou.com
Priti Patel (Witham, Conservative)

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the cost to the public purse of running the Morton Hall immigration removal centre was in the latest period in which figures are available.

Damian Green (Minister of State (Immigration), Home Office; Ashford, Conservative)

Morton Hall is in its first year of operation as an immigration removal centre since it was previously used as a female prison under the Ministry of Justice.

The estimated cost to the public purse in the financial year 2011-12 is the £10,680,000 which UK Border Agency will pay to the National Offender Management Service under the service level agreement for the running of Morton Hall immigration removal centre. The UK Border Agency will also pay £491,244 to the National Offender Management Service in 2011-12 for the start-up costs.

Prisons Inspectorate criticises Border Agency for holding ‘too many’ pregnant women in detention

BID
Last month, Nick Hardwick, the Chief Inspector of Prisons, published a report on his inspection of Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal Centre. It raised very serious concerns, for example highlighting the case of one expectant mother who collapsed during a four-day journey from Northern Ireland to Yarl’s Wood. You can read our press release and download the Inspector’s report here. The story was covered by the Guardian and the Morning Star.

