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NEWS: 
Herald reports that £1m Scottish Family Returns scheme "proves asylum seekers unwilling to leave" - but fails to ask the other side of the story.

19 November 2011 
The Herald carries an article on the failure of a £1 million pilot project to persuade Scottish asylum seekers to leave Scotland voluntarily but fails to ask refugee groups or refugees themselves their views. Phil Taylor, regional director of the UK Border Agency (UKBA), is reported as stating that the two-year scheme had been allowed to go on for “far too long”. The Herald reports that under the Glasgow Family Return Project, not one family agreed to leave despite more than 50 being involved, an official report said earlier this year. But the pilot project, a joint operation between the Scottish Government, Glasgow City Council and the UKBA, was abruptly halted earlier this year on the same day the report revealed it had not had a single success story. Ian Davidson, the Glasgow MP and chairman of the Commons Scottish Affairs Committee, told the Herald: “This project was a complete waste of money and was introduced only to salve the conscience of the Scottish Government.”

The Herald failed to take comment from refugee support groups and organsiations. Perhaps if they had they might have got the other side of the story. The reasons families do not want to leave is because they do not want to uproot themselves and their chidlren yet again after years of trying to settle here, find sanctuary and wait for the asylum system to provide an answer to their claim for asylum. The number of successful last minute appeals and judicial reviews also clearly demonstrates that the fast tracking of asylum decisions is failing abismally. There is no understanding as to why families may resist the injustice of unsettling them and their families after years proving themselves as having "integrated" well". Interestingly, Ian Davidson MP made his comments just as dawn raids resumed against Scottish asylum families in Glasgow after a 5 year stand off after concerted campaigning and protests by refugee groups and moral condemnation by church leaders and even the First Minister.
Bring Your Spouse To Britain - As Long As You Earn £26,000
The Independent, 17th Thursday 2011
"Nearly two-thirds of non-European wives would be banned from settling in Britain under plans from the Government's immigration advisers to introduce new family visa rules."

The UK's Government Immigration Advisors are looking at ammending family visa rules whhich would significantly reduce the number of partners granted visa's to join their family or spouse in Britain. The move would only apply to people from outside the EU. It would cut the number of wives, husbands and partners granted visas to join their family - just over 40,000 last year - by between 45 per cent and 63 per cent.

The proposals come as ministers search for ways of meeting the Prime Minister's pledge to reduce net annual migration to Britain from hundreds of thousands to tens of thousands.
The Migration Advisory Committee (Mac) suggested its figures on the basis that they were high enough incomes to prevent newcomers relying on state benefits. They could mean up to half of full-time workers - as well as the unemployed and pensioners - being prevented from bringing partners here.
STATS:
UK Border Agency spent 20 million pounds deporting people this year
£6,682,578.49 on Chartered Flights

£13,729,698.48 on Commercial Flights

For the period April to June 2011, the latest period for which figures are available, 408 people were removed on chartered flights.

For the same period, 3,850 individuals were removed from the UK on leaving immigration detention,

669 were escorted on scheduled flights.

Number of complaints where an individual has alleged assault during an enforced removal

January to November of this year: 26 complaints

January to December 2010 - 41 Complaints

January to December 2009 - 33 Complaints

Source for all data in this message can be found here . . . .
EVENTS:
GHRN Public Seminar: 
"The Responsibility to Prevent: The Possibilities and Challenges of Mass Atrocity Prevention"
Thursday 24 November 2011

17.30 – 19.30

University of Glasgow, Sir Charles Wilson Lecture Theatre, 1 University Avenue

 

Jointly organised by Glasgow Human Rights Network & Glasgow University Global Security Roundtable.
 

Speaker: Jennifer M. Welsh (Professor in International Relations, University of Oxford)
 

Jennifer Welsh is a Professor in International Relations and a Fellow of Somerville College, University of Oxford and co-directs of the Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict.  Her research interests include Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect; United Nations Security Council; International Relations Theory and Normative Theory and Canadian Foreign Policy. 
The event will conclude with a wine reception in the Foyer.  
  

Inaugural Human Rights Lecture 
Tuesday 29 November 2011

University of Glasgow, Wolfson Medical School Building

   
Discussion: “Creating a human rights culture in Scotland: local and global perspectives”
16.00 – 17.45 Wolfson Medical School Building, Seminar Room 1 (Yudowitz)

Jo Ferrie and Vikki Turbine, co-convenors of the GHRN Equality and Diversity Cluster (in conjunction with the Promoting Awareness & Respect for Human Rights Cluster), will reflect briefly on their own work on disability rights in the UK and women’s access to human rights in Russia. They will be joined by Alison Hosie from the Scottish Human Rights Commission and other practitioners reflecting on their and their organization's work, to raise a number of important questions that have arisen in their research and that could lead to interesting collaborations within the network.
 

Inaugural Human Rights Lecture: "Where Are Human Rights Going?"
18.00 - 19.15 Wolfson Medical School Building, Seminar Room 2 (Hugh Fraser) 
Speaker: Baroness Helena Kennedy QC
Helena Kennedy is a barrister, broadcaster, and Labour member of the House of Lords. She is an expert in human rights law, civil liberties and constitutional issues and Chair of Justice – the British arm of the International Commission of Jurists.   She is the current chair of Inquiry for the Equality and Human Rights Commission on Human Trafficking in Scotland and a member of the Government Commission on a British Bill of Rights, a Fellow of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and an honorary Writer to the Signet in Scotland.

 

Registration essential: to attend either event please email your name and organisation details to GHRNadmin@glasgow.ac.uk 
Both events are free of charge and open to all.  
Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees
Toys Against Dawn Raids

Festive Season Toys Appeal
Our annual appeal for festive season gifts for asylum seeker children is as important as ever. Asylum seeker parents continue to have to cope with long-term enforced idleness and extreme poverty and children continue to be detained and deported in distressing circumstances in spite of Nick Clegg’s claims to the contrary. To divert attention from the real culprits responsible for the financial situation, the government has shown itself more than willing to play the race card with David Cameron’s attack on multiculturalism and tabloid headline-grabbing tightening of immigration and asylum legislation. Government and opposition vie to show which is toughest on immigration and asylum and now UKBA has begun to dawn raid families in Glasgow again.

Yet in the face of this official racist scapegoating, the anti-racist successes of Glasgow’s communities, schools, social services, and religious and secular bodies since the asylum seekers were first dispersed here are to be celebrated. Government policy causes additional distress and anxiety to our already traumatised and vulnerable new friends and neighbours. One small but effective way we can affirm our sympathy and support and help allay distress is by giving a festive season gift to an asylum seeker child. 

Please consider making a donation yourself or better still organise a collection at work or in any organisation you are part of. We will distribute gifts to seasonal parties organised by local community bodies supporting asylum seekers. If you can make your contribution by Monday 12 December that would make our task of distribution easier. Gifts donated after that date will still be welcome. Actual gifts or financial donations are equally acceptable. 

JOBS:



New Regional Asylum Project recruits National Co-ordinator  

Hours:  7 hours per week (20% of full-time) 

Salary:  £33,000 per annum pro rata or equivalent on a consultancy basis

Would you like to help shape an innovative new asylum project? 

The Regional Asylum Project is an exciting new project using regional organising to achieve a louder, better coordinated voice for asylum seekers.  It has a dual focus - to inform and change attitudes about asylum seekers and refugees, and to campaign for positive change to the asylum system.  It is a partnership with ‘Still Human Still Here’ and will seek to support existing campaigns.  It aims to enhance grassroots and national campaigns, increase the involvement of those with direct experience of asylum, and build a movement in support of change. 

We are looking to recruit a national co-ordinator to work on a freelance/consultant basis to manage and support three regional campaigners.  Funding is confirmed for 12 months, and we anticipate being able to continue the project for at least a further two years.  You will recruit staff to regional posts, manage, support and link the regional campaigners, and oversee the project budget.  You will have a track record in managing people and projects and a proven ability to work independently.  You must be a skilled facilitator with an openness and commitment to the project being directed by the priorities of asylum seekers in the regions.  

As this is a new organisation there is as yet no website.  For an applications pack please contact Jaqui Cotton at jax@sensorysoftware.co.uk.  

Closing date: 9am, 16th December 2011
