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NEWS:
Iranians who held 37-day hunger strike granted asylum
Three Iranian asylum-seekers who staged a 37-day hunger strike have won their battle to remain in the UK. The men demonstrated outside Lunar House, the UK Border Agency's headquarters in Wellesley Road, for nearly five weeks after their initial applications for asylum were turned down.

Keyvan Behari and brothers Mehran and Mahyar Meyari starved themselves in a desperate attempt to prevent deportation to Iran, where they feared torture and death for taking part in anti-Government protests. But that prospect ended last week when the Home Office, presented with fresh evidence of torture, officially recognised the group as refugees.

UK returns refused asylum seekers to Sri Lanka
guardian.co.uk, Friday 16 December 2011

A group (55) of refused asylum seekers and foreign criminal offenders have been returned to Sri Lanka after the failure of an 11th-hour high court attempt to halt the flight.

Lawyers for the activist group Tamils Against Genocide (Tag) argued that the government's removal policy was flawed and there was a real risk of returnees facing torture and ill treatment.

But at an emergency hearing on Thursday, Mr Justice Mitting rejected the general challenge and ruled that the courts could only consider challenges based on individual case histories.

The Home Office said 55 people, among them refused asylum seekers and foreign nationals who had committed criminal offences in the UK, had arrived in Sri Lanka.

Human rights lawyers said there had been protests and claimed that at least 20 people were taken off the plane before departure after launching legal challenges against their removal by the UK Border Agency.

DETENTION:

'Speak Out' - Voice of those incarcerated in Immigration Removal Centres
"Speak Out" is a news letter written and produced by we detainees for detainees and others who are interested or has any link with detainees. Also includes people who pass their time with us professionally or voluntary. We appreciate our voluntary visitors who spent their time to visit us detainees in immigration removal centres.
"We detainees have every right to be proud of who we are despite being detained, we have a contribution to make to society. Incarceration behind the razor wire of immigration removal centres keeps us from the community, it is wrong."

"Speak Out' was brought to life by Ruhul Anam, who has been in detention since March 2008. The Court of Appeal has found that his detention from May 2008 to August 2009 and he has been awarded nominal damages, the amount yet to be decided. He will now challenge UKBA that the continued detention from May 2009 to date has also been unlawful.

Over the years he has studied the immigration rules and has become a good 'Jailhouse Lawyer', providing many detainees with the knowledge to make their own appeals to the UK courts and ECcHR, many of the appeals have been successful. Also advised detainees on making bail applications with a good number of successes

"Speak Out" a newsletter produced by detainees and can be found at: 
http://www.no-deportations.org.uk/'SpeakOut'.pdf
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