
SDV Bulletin 

Tuesday 1st November 2011
NEWS: 
Eaves' Poppy Project has launched a campaign to end the detention and punishment of victims of trafficking in the UK.

Every day men, women and children are trafficked into and within the UK, experiencing slavery, rape, desperation and fear. Some vulnerable victims are identified and helped by Government and charities; however, due to a flawed system, an untold number are improperly detained in prisons and detention centres.

These individuals were lied to and harmed in the UK, but instead of focusing on arresting and prosecuting the criminals who trafficked and exploited them, many who also committed other crimes in our communities across the UK, the Government continues to put victims in prisons and detention centres.

Their crimes? Over 95% of Poppy Project clients in detention or prison lost their freedom because a trafficker gave them a fake passport; others stole food to survive - crimes that only happened because they were trafficked here.

Eaves are calling on the Government to ensure that anyone who may be a victim of trafficking is properly identified and freed from unfair detention or incarceration.


Britain unable to deport more than 5,000 foreign offenders
The Guardian, 27 October 2011
Chief inspector of immigration says UK Border Agency must do more to manage the 5,375 cases pending deportation

In an inspection report published on Thursday, John Vine, the independent chief inspector of immigration, says the UK Border Agency (UKBA) must do more to manage the 5,375 foreign prisoners who, having completed their sentences, have remained in detention or have been released into the community pending deportation.

Vine also warns that the UKBA would do better to take more account of human rights rulings by judges - particularly those that block deportations on the grounds of article 8 of the Human Rights Act, the right to family life - rather than wasting large sums of taxpayers' money on a futile cycle of further appeals, even though the outcome will be that the former prisoner will be allowed to stay in Britain.

"A significant number of appeals continue to be allowed against decisions to deport, in most cases because deportation would breach the UK's obligation to the individual under the Human Rights Act," says the former Strathclyde chief constable. "The agency must work to reduce the number of decisions overturned on appeal and take full account of the court's decisions in deciding whether deportation action is appropriate or whether it would breach a person's rights under article 8.
DETENTION:
Australia: Accepted refugee commits suicide in detention
A 27-year old Tamil man died last night (Tuesday 24th) after committing suicide in Sydney's, Serco managed, Villawood detention centre, drawing the ire of many refugee advocacy groups who blame the Australian immigration system. It marks the sixth suicide of a refugee in Australian detention since last year, with four of them having occurred at Villawood.


The man was deemed to be a genuine refugee and was awaiting security clearance from the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO). He had been held in detention by Australian authorities for over 2 years after fleeing Sri Lanka, first at Christmas Island before being transferred to Villawood.

JOBS:
Playworker Job Advert

Greater Pollok Integration Network (GPIN) is looking for playworkers to lead a small but enthusiastic children’s club on Saturday mornings in the Kennishead area, from November 2011 till June 2012, with the possibility of future and/or additional work.

The children’s club has a key role in integrating children from the community, giving them a context in which to meet, play and socialise.  Our children are aged 4-14 years, white Scottish, African, Eastern European, Asian and more; asylum seekers, refugees, families of migrant workers...but they are all kids looking for a fun, welcoming and safe place to come and play!

Times: Saturday mornings, 10.30-12.30 + half hour set-up/clear-up

Wages: £7.20/hour

Successful applicants will be required to join the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme or apply for an update if already a member. 

Application pack available from info@gpintegrationnetwork.co.uk, Flat 1, 70 Kennishead Avenue, Glasgow, G46 8RP or calling 0141 649 2000

Closing Date: 18th November 2011 

