[image: image1.jpg]PR®JECT
LONDON




SDV Bulletin 

Tuesday 17th January 2012
NEWS:
News from Unity

1. New UNITY shop opening in Govan
Unity is opening a bigger, better shop in Govan. Located at 70 Shaw Street, the new shop will also have our free clothing distribution centre on the second floor. Over the last few months a crack team of volunteers have been working hard to clean, decorate and fit out the old shop to get it ready for opening. 

In the new shop we hope to offer a much better clothing distribution service run from larger premises and with a wider selection of clothes ready for people who need clothing because they are destitute, have had a fire or flood at their home, have just come out of hospital or prison or for any other reason.

Currently we have two tonnes of clothing in storage and by the end of February we plan to have it all sorted and cleaned. We need help to do this and need help in the new shop sorting donated clothing, steaming it and serving customers so if you have a day or two to spare please come and volunteer in the new shop. 

We may be able to offer travel expenses to asylum seekers, please contact us on 0141 427 7992 for more details.
The new shop will be open Mondays to Saturdays from 12.00 to 6.00 initially. 

2. Unity Women's Project moves to new premises
The Unity Women's Project drop-in will be moving from the community flat at 10 Red Road Court to the Kinning Park Complex from the 23rd January.
http://www.kinningparkcomplex.org/
Our times will be changing too - we're now open every Monday from 12am to 5pm.

To find out more please contact either the Unity Centre (0141 427 7992) or email: unitywomensproject@gmail.com 
3. New Free English classes
Every Tuesday

6-8pm

70 Shaw Street, Govan

Starting on Tuesday 1st February.
The class is open for all standards of English but there is limited space. Classes will cover both spoken and written English. 

From 6.00 -7.00pm Everyday English: Practice speaking, listening and reading
Improve your vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar
From7.00-8.00 Writing Workshop: Practice writing English, Individual tasks for all levels.

Once the new class is established we plan to start a second one in the same space on another day of the week. 

To be put on the waiting list for the class please contact Unity.

4. New night shelter for destitute asylum seekers is up and running!
Since before the Xmas break Unity has been helping to run a night shelter for destitute asylum seekers as part of the Glasgow Destiution Network. 


For information about volunteering Monday - Thursday nights: Contact Brian Cottrell brian.cottrell@iteams.org 07411766540
Volunteering Friday - Sunday nights: Contact Phill Jones (The Unity Centre) info@unitycentreglasgow.org 07929852264
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Maternal mortality among black African women in the UK is up to seven times higher than it is among white women. 

This report, based on case studies and data from the Project: London clinic in East London-hosted, like NCADC South, by Praxis Community Projects-highlights the barrier facing migrants within the health care system. Women who arrive at the Project:London clinic present themselves in fear. Not only do they face the physiological stresses and symptoms of pregnancy, they are confronted by difficulties in acquiring their basic needs, which include medical care. The backgrounds of maternity users are varied, but the common thread in those we see is their uncertain immigration status and the perception of them being 'the outsider'. These women recount similar stories of not being 'entitled to care', or of not possessing the 'right documentation', such as a visa or an 'official' proof of address. 

The CEMACH research makes clear the value of antenatal care in reducing maternal mortality: up to 20 per cent of deaths reported in their studies are in women with delayed or absent antenatal care. In addition, lack of access to antenatal care by migrant and refugee women equates to poor population health.
Child trafficking victims arriving UK bounced back to France
The Guardian, 17/01/12
Trafficked children arriving alone at Dover were sent straight back to France under a secret "gentleman's agreement" that was in force since at least 1995, an investigation by the children's commissioner for England has revealed.

The report by Maggie Atkinson reveals that unaccompanied children who arrived clandestinely at Dover docks or through the Channel tunnel are often hungry, ill, exhausted and distressed, yet were returned to France within 24 hours if they did not immediately apply for asylum.

The children, who arrived on the backs of lorries or in containers, included those being trafficked for exploitation as well as those fleeing war zones and persecution.

 
UK asylum ruling on Zimbabwe can be challenged

It is significant and pleasing to note that the UK Court of Appeal has granted permission to appeal against the current Zimbabwe Country Guidance case which had brought so much misery to Zimbabweans who have been seeking permission to regularise their stay in the UK.


The decision known as EM and Others (Returnees) Zimbabwe which was decided as a country guidance case was being heavily relied upon by the UK Border Agency to deny appeals and applications made by Zimbabweans. This case deemed it safe for Zimbabweans to return to most parts of the country.

In a new decision, JG and CM (Zimbabwe), just published on January 11, 2012, the Court of Appeal concluded that there was an arguable error of law in the Upper Tribunal (Immigration and Asylum Chamber)'s country guidance. The Tribunal had erred that there had been a well established and durable change for the better in Zimbabwe since the previous country guidance in RN.

To read more: Vitalis MadanhiImmigration, Bake & Co Solicitors
DETENTION:

Hunger strike in Ukrainian Immigration Detention Centre
"Either they recognise us as refugees- or they say 'no' and then tell the whole world what they are doing here" said one of the hunger strikers, Sultan Haibe, speaking from the detention centre. He continues "We are not murderers. We left Somalia just to save our life." In Ukraine, 61 Somalian's have been on hunger strike since 6th January in the Lutsk detention centre with another 15 reportedly on hunger strike in another detention centre at Chernigiv. 13 of the hunger strikers are women (7 of whom are under the age of 18). 17 of the men are also under 18.
The hunger strikers say that one 17 year old, Abdul Karim Siyad is very ill and in a separate room. He had not been examined by a doctor until recently, but Sultan Haibe said on Sunday 15th January that a doctor has now finally seen him.
The hunger strikers say they are detained in an asylum system which is profoundly unjust. They say that Somalians are always refused asylum in Ukraine, but Sultan Haibe points out that if they try to cross into the EU they are bounced back into Ukraine and detained. Only about 12 of the hunger strikers had attempted this.
EVENTS:

Young People Seeking Safety Week 2012
30th March - 5th April, NATIONAL.

If you are a group of young people seeking safety, or an organisation that supports young asylum seekers, why not take part in this year's week of action and raise the profile of the people and the issues at stake on a national level.

Your group can run an event locally during Young People Seeking Safety Week 2012 (30th March to 5 April) and be part of the national week of action. Let us know what you're planning! Email lisa@ncadc.org.uk or alex.sutton@praxis.org.uk to tell us your ideas, or to find out more information.

GRAMnet Book Club – Reading Across Worlds
Wednesday 25 January

5.30pm-7pm

Falafel Restaurant, Gibson Street, Glasgow 

We are going to be discussing Monica Ali’s Brick Lane. We’ll be meeting between 5.30-7.00, with the possibility of carrying on the discussion afterwards for those who wish to do so. All very welcome – please feel free to pass the word. 
Any enquiries – or if you want to be added to the Book Club mailing list – please e-mail Andy Smith [andrew.smith.2@glasgow.ac.uk]
Prof. Norman Finkelstein UK Tour - Solving the Israel-Palestine Conflict
Wednesday 8 February 2012

19:00 - 21:00

University of Glasgow, Charles Wilson Building 

Glasgow Friends of Al-Aqsa, in partnership with student Palestine societies across Glasgow, are proud to announce that they will be hosting the political scientist Norman G Finklestein at Glasgow University. Finkelstein will be delivering a talk at Glasgow University as part of a UK-wide speaking tour entitled: How to Solve the Israel-Palestine Conflict and looking at the Reality of the current situation, Human Rights & International law as key points. Finkelstein’s talk is guaranteed to be a sharp contemporary analysis of the situation in Palestine today, and an opportunity to consider one of the most important questions for individuals who stand in solidarity with Palestinians: what can be done to solve ‘the Israel-Palestine conflict’?
For further information see the Facebook site: http://www.facebook.com/DKUK#!/events/230164643728362/
Conference: Including Intersectional Identities
10 February 2012

Strathclyde University Student Union, 90 John Street G1 1JH

Want to learn more about including people with intersectional identities in your service? Interested in the experiences of LGBT people who are disabled and/or from minority ethnic backgrounds? This is a unique opportunity to engage in discussions on a variety of topics around the inclusion of LGBT people with complex identities. Including Intersectional Identities is a showcase of pioneering intersectional work in Glasgow, Scotland, England and Europe. 
If you would like to participate in this ground-breaking conference, please register on line at www.iii.eventbrite.co.uk or contact Lynne Davies: lynne@equality-network.org 0131 467 6039 

MWANA
Tron 10-18 Feb, 19:45
Traverse 22-25 Feb, 20:00 

Presented by ANKUR PRODUCTIONS in a co-production with TRON THEATRE COMPANY
Written by Tawona Sitholé | directed by Shabina Aslam
Mwanawashe is a salad boy - neither Western or African he is a young Zimbabwean educated in Glasgow, conflicted between his love for the West and the traditional values and expectations of his heritage. Returning to Harare for his elder brother's wedding, Mwana has a secret to reveal which has far wider consequences than he can imagine. Mwana needs to face up to his responsibilities, but can he? Mwana is a coming of age story which explores family, race, tradition and secrets using spoken word, film and sound design.

