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SDV Bulletin 

Tuesday 15th November 2011
NEWS: 
Wednesday 15th November’s Charter flight to Iraq has been cancelled

Charges for appeals in the Immigration and Asylum Chambers of the First-tier Tribunal 

The Government intends to introduce appeal fee charges for some asylum and immigration appeals on 19 December 2011. The Fees Order which prescribes the fee to be paid has now been approved in both Houses of Parliament.  

Fees will be payable by the majority of individuals who wish to bring an appeal against a Home Office decision in the Immigration and Asylum Chambers in the First-tier Tribunal to refuse them either:
· leave to enter the country

· leave to remain in the country, or 

· an application to vary their leave. 

The following appellants will not be required to pay a fee:

· those that qualify for legal aid 
· those that are receiving asylum support 
· individuals [under the age of 18] in receipt of services provided under section 17 of the Children Act 1989
· those that are in the ‘Detained Fast Track’ process, and

· in some other limited instances, where there are certain exceptional or compelling circumstances, a discretionary power will enable the Lord Chancellor to exempt payment of appeal fees. 

There will be no fees for appeals to the Upper Tribunal.

The full response to this consultation exercise and how the proposals were amended following consultation responses can be found at: http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/closed-with-response.htm
DETENTION:
Treatment of man with mental illness at UK detention centre breached human rights.
BMJ 4th Nov 2011
 "A man with a serious mental illness who was detained awaiting deportation from the United Kingdom at Harmondsworth immigration detention centre near London’s Heathrow airport was subjected to inhumane or degrading treatment in breach of the European Convention on Human Rights, the High Court in London has ruled. The case of the 31 year old Nigerian, named only as BA, is the second within three months in which the High Court has held that the circumstances of immigration detention of a severely mentally ill detainee reached the threshold of inhumane or degrading treatment." Read the article in full.


EVENTS:

In Glasgow, a resumption of dawn raids on families as part of the new Family Returns Process has brought condemnation and calls for a protest at the Border Agency. 

Unity Centre Glasgow reported that on 8th November a single mum who is fighting to have her asylum case heard in Scotland and against being sent back to Dublin where her abusive husband managed to track her down was dawn raided by six or more UKBA officials. Luckily she managed to be released the next day as her lawyer was in the process of lodging a judicial review of how her case has been handled.

The following day, Nigerian mother Funke Olubiyi and her five year old son Joseph were not so lucky when 12 UKBA officers and police came calling before 7am. Funke was in the bath when they banged on her door and started shouting through her letter box. After they got into the flat she was handcuffed in front of her terrified son and they were taken to the Glasgow reporting centre at Brand Street.

Funke and Joseph were then taken to the new family detention centre at Pease Pottage, run by UKBA and children's charity Barnardo's, near Gatwick Airport. This morning, the Unity Centre said they feared the worst and believe that Funke and Joseph were deported on Saturday.

A UKBA spokesperson was quoted in the Sunday Herald saying that UKBA would continue with dawn raids because "the whole purpose is to have an element of surprise". A Scottish Government spokesman said: "The detention of children as part of the removal process is unacceptable".

