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SDV Bulletin 

Tuesday 13th December 2011
NEWS:
New asylum housing contracts: Serco, G4S, Reliance

 

The UK Border Agency has announced the 'preferred bidders' to provide accommodation for asylum seekers across the UK for the next 5 years. Public and voluntary sector providers have been completely replaced by the three big multinational companies, all active in the detention and deportation business.

The preferred bidders, by region, are:
London and South: Reliance Secure Task Management Ltd
Wales: Reliance Secure Task Management Ltd
Midlands and East of England: G4S Regional Management (UK&I) Ltd
North East Yorkshire and Humber: G4S Regional Management (UK&I) Ltd
North West: Serco Civil Government
Scotland and Northern Ireland: Serco Civil Government

Reliance Secure Task Management took over the deportation 'escort' contract from G4S earlier this year, the announcement coming shortly after Jimmy Mubenga died while being restrained by G4S guards on a British Airways passenger flight to Uganda.

In Scotland, the Glasgow City of Sanctuary group has issued a challenge to Serco: can they meet the Scottish Standards for Temporary Accommodation? The code of practice, drawn up by Chartered Institute of Housing Scotland and Shelter Scotland is a good practice tool for temporary accommodation providers. The Sanctuary group hopes to meet with Serco to discuss measures that the company could put in place to avoid some of the awful housing situations experienced by people seeking sanctuary in the UK.

The group said in a press release: "Glasgow can be proud of our history as a city of welcome for people seeking sanctuary. Asylum housing provision, however, has been very hit and miss and some of it, particularly in the private sector, has been downright awful. What we are offering here is a chance for the new landlord to match the goodwill of Glasgow people and the standards of Scottish housing providers."

"We aren't asking for special treatment for people seeking sanctuary, just a housing service of the same standard as that for other people who find themselves homeless."

In Glasgow and across the UK there have been examples of shockingly sub-standard housing being used in Border Agency contracts. Problems have often been highlighted by community groups and voluntary organisations, but this year those groups in Glasgow have had their Council funding cut by almost 50%, leading to redundancies and cut-back services.

Glasgow City of Sanctuary group will be meeting to discuss the housing contract on Friday 16 December. 

Home Office told to bring asylum family back to UK
The Telegraph, 08/12/11
A judge has ordered the Home Office to bring back a family of asylum seekers it removed nearly six years ago - even though they may then be deported a second time. The family of five Sri Lankans were removed in 2006 but the High Court ruled they were unlawfully detained during the process and demanded they be brought back.The court made the judgment even though it accepted it was uncertain once they had been returned and dealt with appropriately that they would be allowed to stay in the UK.
Charter flight to Sri Lanka 15 December 2011

Despite on going concerns over risks of torture in Sri Lanka, including to Tamils returning to Sri Lanka, the UK government continues to remove refused Sri Lankan asylum seekers, with a charter flight planned for 15 December, a UK-based activist group, Freedom from Torture (FfT) said. The group has recently launched a public action calling on the UK government to take urgent steps to ensure that they are not returning anyone to a serious risk of torture in Sri Lanka following its publication of forensically-documented evidence of on going torture in Sri Lanka.

DETENTION:

Inspection Report: too many pregnant women in detention

 

Nick Hardwick, Chief Inspector of Prisons, has published a new report on an inspection of Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre in Bedfordshire. The report found that:

'Too many pregnant women, who should only have been held in exceptional circumstances, were detained in the centre.' (p6)

'There was evidence of poor case owner reviews of their detention, which took no account of the pregnancy.' (p16)

'There were seven pregnant women at the centre at the time of the inspection. When we reviewed the UKBA files for five of them, only one of the monthly review letters mentioned pregnancy, and even that suggested the pregnancy was disputed, even though it had been confirmed for some time.' (p12)

'Two of the women's ultrasound scans had been delayed.' (p43)

'One pregnant detainee had originally been detained in Northern Ireland and had undergone a four-day journey to Yarl's Wood: from Belfast, she had been transferred to Dungavel IRC in Scotland and then to Pennine House at Manchester airport, where she had collapsed. She had been taken to hospital and treated before completing the rest of her journey to Yarl's Wood, where she went through the DFT [Detained Fast Track] process.' (p30)


STATS:
20 longest current recorded lengths of detention in Yarl's Wood IRC
As at 30 September 2011, management information shows that of the 331 females currently detained solely under Immigration Act powers in Yarl's Wood immigration removal centre, the 20 longest recorded lengths of detention are:
Length of detention in days
2.5 years 924  days 1 detainee
1.8 years 659  days 1 detainee
1.6 years 619  days 1 detainee
1.6 years 610  days 1 detainee
1.5 years 574  days 1 detainee
1.3 years 486  days 1 detainee
1.2 years 450  days 1 detainee
1.1 years 435  days 1 detainee
1.1 years 407  days 1 detainee
APPEALS:
Festive Season Toys Appeal
Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees
Asylum seeker parents continue to have to cope with long-term enforced idleness and extreme poverty and children continue to be detained and deported in distressing circumstances in spite of Nick Clegg’s claims to the contrary.  To divert attention from the real culprits responsible for the financial situation, the government has shown itself more than willing to play the race card with David Cameron’s attack on multiculturalism and tabloid headline-grabbing tightening of immigration and asylum legislation.  Government and opposition vie to show which is toughest on immigration and asylum and now UKBA has begun to dawn raid families in Glasgow again.

One small but effective way we can affirm our sympathy and support and help allay distress is by giving a festive season gift to an asylum seeker child.  

Please consider making a donation yourself or better still organise a collection at work or in any organisation you are part of.  We will distribute gifts to seasonal parties organised by local community bodies supporting asylum seekers.   If you can make your contribution by Monday 12 December that would make our task of distribution easier.  Gifts donated after that date will still be welcome.  Actual gifts or financial donations are equally acceptable.  

EVENTS:
Glasgow City of Sanctuary event
World Ceilidh
Friday 16 December
1pm - 4pm
Garnethill Multicultural Centre, 21 Rose Street, G3 6RE

City of Sanctuary is a national movement to build a culture of hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in the UK. It is a network of towns and cities throughout the country which are proud to be places of safety, and which integrate people seeking sanctuary fully into the life of their communities. City of Sanctuary Glasgow was formed recently, partly in response to the cuts to our public services. Our broad aim is to make Glasgow as welcoming a town as possible.

There will be a number of discussion groups, covering themes such as 'what is sanctuary', and 'how to make Glasgow more welcoming'. We will also highlight some innovative and creative ideas which have been introduced by other City of Sanctuary groups. Hopefully from these discussions we will have something concrete to aim for in 2012.

As well as this, we'd also like to have some fun. There will be live music, storytelling, and good food too. You can eat, dance, sing, and have a laugh.
