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NEWS:
Immigration does not cause unemployment
Independent, 10/10/12
Study refutes claim that foreign nationals are depriving British-born workers of jobs. There is no link between rising immigration and rising unemployment, independent economists have found- contradicting persistent claims from anti-immigration activists and politicians that an influx of foreign nationals into the UK in recent years has led to more British-born workers on the dole.

The respected National Institute of Economic and Social Research found that there was "no association" between higher immigration and joblessness - even at times of recession or low growth of the sort that Britain is experiencing at the moment.

In fact, the Institute's researchers suggested that the opposite might be the case and that immigration acts as an economic stimulus, pushing total employment levels higher and dole claimant numbers lower than they would otherwise have been.

"Perhaps surprisingly," their economists said, "the interaction between migrant inflows and GDP emerges as positive, indicating that during periods of lower growth, migrant inflows are associated with ... slower [dole] claimant growth than would otherwise have occurred." The researchers did concede that the stimulating effects of migration on the overall labour market at a time of recession are likely to be small.

Poland Announces Amnesty for Illegal Immigrants 
Reuters, 1 January 2012

Thousands of illegal immigrants will be allowed to stay and work in Poland under an amnesty unveiled 26 December that highlights the country's transformation into a regional economic powerhouse from communist-era basket case. Traditionally a country of emigration, Poland has become an increasingly attractive magnet for immigrants, especially from neighbouring former Soviet republics such as Ukraine and Belarus, as it notches up high rates of economic growth.

Under the amnesty, economic migrants and unsuccessful asylum seekers will be able from January 1 to receive a resident card for two years that will allow them to work legally in Poland.
The amnesty will apply to undocumented immigrants who arrived in Poland before December 20, 2007, and to asylum seekers who were denied refugee status before January 1, 2010, provided that they have continuously resided in Poland.

The campaign is expected to be more successful than previous amnesties implemented in 2003 and 2007 because there are fewer restrictions, said Rogala. Unemployment in Poland is currently around 12 percent but is much lower in Warsaw and some other big cities, which have seen a big building boom and are preparing to host the Euro 2012 soccer championship next summer.

In the last two years, the number of applications for work permits in Poland has doubled, with Ukrainians accounting for a majority of the requests. The government has also implemented six-month work visas for Ukrainians, Belarusians, Russians, Georgians and Moldovans.



Law centre awarded grant for women refugee service
Rochdale Online, 23 December 2011

Rochdale Law Centre has received a three-year grant from Comic Relief to provide a specialised legal support programme for women and girls seeking asylum. 

The Female Asylum Programme is funded to run from April 2012 through March 2015, and will include a specialist immigration solicitor and caseworker to provide legal advice and advocacy specifically for women and girls in the process of claiming asylum or humanitarian protection in the UK. 

A spokesperson for Rochdale Law Centre, said: "In our work with refugees in Rochdale, we have found that there is a great need for specialised assistance around cases of trafficking, female genital mutilation (FGM), rape, and other human rights abuses experienced by women refugees.

"In the context of cuts to legal aid and other vital support services to refugees, we are pleased that we can offer this service to some of the most vulnerable people in the Rochdale area".

DETENTION:

The Ay family, Kurdish refugees from Turkey, win six-figure payout from the Home Office eight years after childhood ordeal
guardian.co.uk, Friday 6 January 2012
Child asylum seekers win compensation for 13-month detention


The Ay family: Dilovan, now 20, Newroz, 21, Beriwan, 23, and Medya, 16 - who was just seven when the family were held in one room in Dungavel immigration removal centre in Scotland. Photograph: David Levene

Four children who were incarcerated in detention centres for 13 months - the longest time children have ever been locked up in the UK - have won a six-figure compensation payout from the Home Office more than eight years after their release.

The case of the Ay family, Kurdish asylum seekers from Turkey, hit the headlines because of the length of time they were detained and the ages of the children - the youngest, Medya, was just seven when the family were arrested and locked up in 2002, Dilovan was 11, Newroz was 12 and Beriwan was 13.

The civil action was settled out of court. The family's lawyer claimed that they had been detained unlawfully and for too long. Child asylum seekers are no longer detained for long periods but controversy persists about new rules that allow them to be kept in a short-term holding facility for up to a week. The exact details of the payout are not allowed to be revealed for legal reasons.

Most of their time in detention was spent in Dungavel immigration removal centre in South Lanarkshire, Scotland. There Newroz's hair started to fall out, she developed a hand tremor and found it difficult to eat. Medya had recurrent nightmares, while Beriwan and Dilovan were said to harbour pent-up anger.

"We spent 13 months with my mum and the four children crammed into one room. Before we went to sleep each night the guards counted us, something we really hated. Now freedom for me means being able to sit in a room all by myself," said Beriwan. "If human beings don't have their own private space they can become very aggressive.

"A lot of our time in detention was spent just sitting around watching TV and not doing very much. I longed to be back at school with my friends in Gravesend, the place we were living in before we were arrested and detained."

David Blunkett was unavailable for comment.

A UK Border Agency spokesman said on Friday: "In March 2011 we established a new family returns process that ended the detention of children. This ensures that families with no right to be in the UK are given every opportunity to leave without the need for further action and are offered assistance at every stage."

EVENTS:
Glasgow Centre for International Development Public Seminar: 
"The Portuguese through the Wallace Line in the Malay Archipelago: Two Sides of an Identity"

5.30pm

Tuesday 10 January 2012

Sir Charles Wilson Lecture Theatre, University of Glasgow 

Speaker: Pedro Rosa Mendes (Writer / Freelance Reporter)
The Malay Archipelago has a place of its own in the rich history of international relations between the Portuguese and the 'East', a dense territory of dreams, myths and stories. This interaction is well alive on both sides of the Wallace Line. From East Timor, the first independent nation of the new Millennium, to small communities in Indonesia, there is a constellation of Portuguese-related expressions worthy of a 'pilgrimage' – itself an interesting point of departure for new approaches in fiction and Western perceptions.

Event concludes with a reception in the Sir Charles Wilson foyer. Free and open to the public

For catering purposes please email Lauren Roberts at gcidadmin@glasgow.ac.uk or call 0141 330 1989 if you plan to attend

Event hosted in partnership with Instituto Camões and University of Glasgow School of Modern Languages and Cultures
